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When we break bread
together at Spirit of Joy,
we like to say,
‘This is God's table, not ours.’
We believe this invitation and
theology extend to everything
we do inside and outside our
church building.
All are welcome!
We welcome the LGBTQ+
community as well as those of
any nation, age, ability,
ethnicity, belief, economic
class, gender and others who
have been hurt,
estranged, or made to feel
outside the family of God.
We remember that
what holds us together is not
uniformity of thought, doctrine,
race, gender, sexual
orientation, or politics,
but the grace of God

Saturday,
November 4:
5:30 p.m.
Saturdays,
November 11, 18, 25:
4:30 p.m.
Sundays:
8:30 and 11:00 a.m.
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to lead small groups on an 8-week
faith formation exercise next
Spring, for the new members who
joined us last month, for the faithful
who attend worship nearly weekly,
and for the folks who showed up for
a pot luck (almost 50 of you!) and
contributed not only to our conversation about how we’ll articulate our
mission and values but also to how
it might shape the work done in our
Friends, as we enter November my different teams. I give thanks.
mind turns to Thanksgiving. It is my In addition to Thanksgiving, Nofavorite holiday, way better than
vember will also be the month durChristmas. Someone once asked
ing which we have our stewardship
me about why I love Thanksgiving campaign. I hope Spirit of Joy is
so much. I told them the reason
one of the things you are thankful
was that it didn’t
for this year – so
seem to be as
thankful that you
corrupted as the
consider joining us
others. I’m not
in our vision to exthat much of a
pand giving so that
Grinch to dislike
we can have suffipresents (or
cient funds for
chocolate bunthree goals this
nies for that matyear.
ter), but we
The first goal is to
seem to have
properly reflect how
lost our way with some of the holideeply we value music in our budgdays. Thanksgiving maintains its
place in our minds as a time when et and organizational structure. This
we give thanks for what we have. I includes hiring a music director and
hope you will pause this month and also adding appropriate funding for
our existing worship leaders to the
reflect on reasons to be thankful.
budget.
For me, this year the first thing that
leaps to mind is my thankfulness for The second is to expand our small
this congregation. I am thankful for group ministry opportunities. Small
groups are among the most effecwho you are as a group of people
tive ways to promote spiritual
and for how you’ve welcomed me
and my family into the work you are growth. They are often also good
ways to promote numeric growth if
doing. I am thankful for the group
I’m meeting with who have pledged
--Continued on next page.

I hope you will
pause this month
and reflect on
reasons to be
thankful.
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A Joyful Community in Christ
—INCLUDING
--Continued from front page.

they are done with an eye toward multiplication and invitation. One of our values is inclusion and I believe everyone should be invited
to everything we do. For this to be true of
small groups, we need resources that will help
us continually identify and train new leaders so
as groups split (multiply), leaders are ready to
assume responsibility for newly formed
groups.
The third goal is to promote compassionate
dialogue. The church is called to be a loving,
countercultural community of diverse people
with different ideas. The Advocacy Team first
proposed a year of compassionate dialogue –
hearing from various speakers and engaging
in exercises designed to help us respectfully
talk and listen to people with whom we disagree. The idea took off among all who heard it.

or already giving generously, we ask you to
consider taking the next step, whatever that
might mean for you. I always hope giving is
joyful, not dutiful and so I never try to pressure
anyone to give a predetermined amount or
percentage. I’d rather encourage you - as I do
each week – to give until it makes you smile. If
you’re smiling, your giving is probably meaningful; it also probably means you’re giving out
of conviction and belief in our ministries; and it
certainly means you’re doing it out of gratitude
rather than obligation.
I hope you will take some time in November to
be thankful – for Spirit of Joy and for other
blessings you’ve received this year. I hope,
out of a place of thanksgiving, you will consider helping us fund these initiatives by finding a
joyful and meaningful measure through which
you can increase your giving.

To fund these initiatives, we are asking people
to consider an increase to what you were giv- Grace and peace.
ing in 2017. Whether you were giving nothing

All Saints’ Sunday
is held each year on the first Sunday in November,
this year on November 5.
This festival is a time for
remembering those who
were dear to us who have
died and now live with Christ in
eternal glory. If you have
a loved one who died in the past
year, please let the church office
know so we can include his or
her name in the prayers on All
Saints’ Sunday.
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A Joyful Community in Christ
—INVITING
On October 22nd, we received the
following new members at
Spirit of Joy. Please welcome them
as you see them in worship, service,
and fellowship.
Lynn and Eli Ryder
Lynn and Eli recently relocated to Fort Collins
to join Spirit of Joy with Dave. Lynn is a pastry chef who bakes at The Robin’s Nest in
Windsor, and also works part time at Windsor
Charter Academy. She enjoys running, anything hockey and football. Go Broncos! Eli is
in 5th grade and attends Grandview Elementary School. He plays hockey, is a purple belt
in TaeKwonDo and plays the piano and guitar. His main hobbies are reading and drawing.
Doug, Lacey, Landon, Lilly and Charlie
Bates
We came to you from South Dakota about 4
years ago. We currently live in Wellington.
Our son, Landon, will be turning 7 in November and is in the 1st grade at Rice Elementary. He enjoys playing basketball, baseball,
football, swim lessons, and watching his sister's activities. Lilly is our 4 year old daughter
and is in Preschool at Rice. She enjoys dancing, swim lessons, and watching her brother's
activities. Our Golden Retriever, Charlie, will
be turning two at the end of October. He
loves chasing rabbits and playing with the
kids. We are Doug and Lacey Bates. Doug is
a 4th grade teacher at Davis Elementary in
Cheyenne. He enjoys playing with the kids,
coaching, hiking, being outdoors, and spending time with family and friends. Lacey works
at Fort Collins MRI as an MRI Technologist.
She enjoys being with the kids, running, the
outdoors, and spending time with friends and
family. We are so happy to be joining the
Spirit of Joy family. You have all welcomed us
with kind hearts and open arms. We feel so at
home and are thankful to be joining such a
caring congregation.

TIDINGS OF JOY

Patricia Ochoa
I was born and raised in Minnesota, but spent
the rest of my career and married life in California. I am a retired elementary school
teacher. I moved to Fort Collins two years
ago to live with my daughter and family. My
hobbies are reading and cross stitch. I visited
most of the Lutheran Churches in Fort Collins
to find one that was comfortable. I just liked
the atmosphere at Spirit of Joy. It is welcoming and warm.
Janet K. Overman
Born and raised on a dairy farm by Coon Valley, Wisconsin, I moved to Wheatland, Wyoming with my two sons in 1977. I moved to
Laramie in 1982 and met my husband, Jerry
Overman. I loved Wyoming and the open
spaces. I became a real estate agent in 1987
and spent 27 years doing a job I loved. I
owned a Century 21 office until my husband’s
health started to fail. I sold the office and
spent quality time with him until he passed
away in 2014. I was at a loss as to how to fill
my time. I decided I no longer enjoyed the 50
mph wind and high altitude. I knew my son
needed office help with his growing lawn and
landscaping business. I sold my house and
moved to Fort Collins in June of this year. It
was an eye opener as to how much a person
can accumulate after 32 years. I absolutely
love Fort Collins! A new friend, Pat Ochoa,
asked me if I was Lutheran and I said yes.
That was the start of a great friendship and
the joining of Spirit of Joy Lutheran Church.
Some of my hobbies are reading, quilting,
meeting new friends, and spending time with
my little granddaughters Anna, Libbie and
Jonna. I have two sons and a great daughterin-law. Thank you for accepting me into your
Lutheran family! I feel blessed.
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A Joyful Community in Christ
—RELATING
Fort Collins ELCA
Joint Thanksgiving Worship
November 21st, at 7pm
Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church
2000 South Lemay Ave.
Stay after worship for
pie and fellowship.
FIRST FRIDAY FUN NIGHT:
NOVEMBER 3RD FROM 6-7:30 PM.
Bring a friend and join us at Spirit of Joy
for some games!
The October meeting of the

Spirit of Joy Book Club

will be Wednesday, November 15th,
1:00 pm, at Spirit of Joy.
The November book is
Lottery, by Patricia Wook.
Books can be obtained from the Fort Collins
Public Library.

SPIRIT OF JOY
MONTHLY FINANCIAL
UPDATE
Sept 2017

Offerings
$23,524.94
Expenses
$30,698.46
over/short ($7,173.52)
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Did you know that we
have a small library at
Spirit of Joy? Recently, we received some
new Reformation
books and with some
sorting and labeling of
shelves, we hope it
will be more ‘user
friendly’ to members
of SoJ. Come take a
look and check a book
out to enjoy! The library in located in the
Patience classroom.

YTD 2017

$252,130.66
$296,470.43
($44,339.77)
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A Joyful Community in Christ
—RELATING

TURKEY SUNDAY-November 12
Once again, the Outreach committee is collecting money
for the Larimer County Food bank for Thanksgiving
meals for families in need. You may help make a difference for many families with your generous donations.
The Food Bank is able to purchase about $5 worth of
food for every dollar donated. Look for donation envelopes in the bulletins on November 11th and 12th.
Please make checks out to SoJ and write “turkey” on the
memo line. Thank you for your generosity!

TIDINGS OF JOY
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A Joyful Community in Christ
—RELATING

Pastor Dave will be leading a new
adult forum on November 19th,
December 3rd, and December 10th,
called “How to Read Scripture.”
Join us in the Patience classroom on
those days at 9:45.

Daylight Savings Time
Ends Sunday,
November 5.
Remember to
set your clocks back
on
Saturday night!

Spirit of Joy Family Retreat!
February 2-4
YMCA of the Rockies
2 nights lodging, 4 meals
included, $300 per family.
Deadline to sign-up is
November 15th.
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A Joyful Community in Christ
—RELATING

Middle and High School Christmas Party:
A Night in the Lights
Join all FOCOLU Youth December 17th, from
5-7pm for a night under the Old Town lights!
Meet at Trinity at 5pm and then depart for an
evening full of hot chocolate, sleigh rides and
good company. Don’t forget to wear your ugliest Christmas sweater!
Rocky Mountain Synod Youth Gathering
2018
January 13-15 in Colorado Springs, at the
Double Tree Hotel. Registration is due
November 15 and the cost is $200.
Youth Trip 2018
Next year our youth will be attending the
ELCA Youth Gathering in Houston, Texas.
The theme for this 5 day gathering is “This
Changes Everything”, and we will be serving,
worshipping and learning alongside 30,000+
other ELCA youth. This will be a trip for all 8th12th graders. Please keep our youth in your
prayers as they prepare for this week of fellowship and impact of what our Church looks
like when we all join together.

Have you ever been to Ecuador?
What about on a mission trip?
Are you curious about either of those
things? If so, come to the Ecuador
Mission Trip Presentation on
Sunday, November 12, at 9:45am in
the Patience classroom. This will be
led by the SOJ high school youth who
went on the Ecuador mission trip this
past summer. See you there!

Calendar
November Confirmation is at Spirit of Joy on
Wednesdays from 6:45-8:00pm.
November High School Youth Group is at Spirit of
Joy on Wednesdays from 7:008:15pm.
November 10: High School Lock In. Meet at Trinity
Lutheran Church at 7pm.
November 11: Middle School Service Project at
Catholic Charities from 9am-noon.
November 21: Joint Thanksgiving Worship at 7pm
with all four ELCA churches at Our
Saviour’s.
November 22: No Middle or High School Youth
Programming
TIDINGS OF JOY

for December
newsletter:
November 15
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A Growing Community in Christ
—SERVING
Ministry Team Mission Statement:
Our mission is to be people of God who, through the power
of the Holy Spirit and in the name of Jesus Christ, bring
care, comfort and assistance to those beyond our walls.

THE GROCERY CART IN THE
FOYER IS WAITING
FOR YOUR DONATIONS

of non-perishable food for the hungry in
Fort Collins. Every month we will have a
“Food of the Month” in hopes that each
family will pick up a little extra as they shop
during the month and bring it in to add to
the grocery cart. Other items are always
welcome too!

Food of the Month
for November-Macaroni and cheese,
pasta, pasta sauce and/or
pasta meals in a box.

ASK YOUR
CARE MANAGER:

Aging is a tough and complicated subject and there can be many questions.
The Older Adult and Caregiver program at Lutheran Family Services
Rocky Mountains has answers. Join us
the 2nd Wednesday of every monthfrom 12:00 PM to 1:00 PM for a free,
phone-based, topic- specific conversation.
To register for a session, call 970-2321180 or email OACS@lfsrm.org.

November 8th- Understanding
Caregiver Fatigue
December 13th- Hiring a
Caregiver

NEWS from Lutheran Campus Ministry
Thank You! As November begins and Thanksgiving
approaches our thoughts turn to all that we are
thankful for in our campus ministries. Thank you for
the meals cooked for our students, financial support,
volunteers and leaders that share their time and all of
your prayers. In October we had our Fall Retreat at
Sky Ranch Lutheran Camp with students and staff from CU Boulder, CSU
and UNC. We are grateful for the hospitality of Sky Ranch and the gift of
God’s beautiful creation! For more information about Lutheran Episcopal
Campus Ministry at University of Northern Colorado contact Pastor Deb
Abbott - lcm.unco@gmail.com. For Lutheran Campus Ministry at Colorado
State University contact Pastor Paul Judson at pastor@lcmcsu.org.
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A Growing Community in Christ
—SERVING

CROP Walk Update
THANK YOU Team Spirit of Joy for
your support and helping to “Make a
World of Difference” for hunger. We
contributed $2,415 toward the
project. We had a great day for
walking and made a difference for
both local and world hunger!
During the month of November, The Older
Adult & Caregiver Services program of LFS
is offering free memory screenings as part
of the National Memory Screening Program,
an initiative of Alzheimer’s Foundation of
America. Screenings are free, confidential
and administered by qualified healthcare
professionals. Each memory screening takes approximately 10 minutes, and
while the result is not a diagnosis, it can suggest if someone should see a physician for a full evaluation.
Friday, November 3, 2017 at Redeemer Lutheran Church from 10am-1pm.
(Please call 970-232-1180 to register for a screening time.)
Wednesday, November 15, 2017 at the Fort Collins Senior Center from 9:30am
-1pm. (Please call 970-223-1180 to register for a screening time.)
Open Screening Time (no appointments needed). Every Thursday in November (except Thanksgiving) at the Lutheran Family Services Office from 10amnoon.
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Growing Community in Christ
--SERVING
November 5 Suzanne
Klinzmann
November 6 Marci Riddle
November 7 Marilyn Lesh
November 8 Joan Waite
November 11 Luke Beahm
November 11 Teddy Hopler
November 11 Zachary
Williams
November 12 Dave Swinehart
November 14 Ed Bigelow
November 14 Dan Koons
November 15 Corinne Cox
November 16 Jason Landen
November 16 Terry Wohlers

Birthday
Blessings!
November 1
November 2
November 4
November 5

Merrily Meier
Timothy Helbig
Sarah Bailey
Aspen Irvine

Pastor Dave Ryder
General Office
Lisa Irvine:
Nancy McNair
Amber Mornes
Kevin Dragseth
Kyra Jensen

dave@sojoyfc.org
office@sojoyfc.org
lisa@sojoyfc.org
nancy@sojoyfc.org
amber@sojoyfc.org
kevin@focolu.org
kyra@sojoyfc.org

November 16 Landon Bates
November 17 Tracy Sanders
November 18 Janelle Ovesen
November 19 Brad Anderson
November 20 Lisa Aulwurm
November 20 Lee Pedersen
November 22 Annabelle
Peterson
November 23 Jordan
Schreiber
November 24 Beth Raymond
November 25 Kole Peterson
November 26 Courtenay Biser
-Suarez
November 30 Curtis Zachman

Deadline for
the December
Newsletter:
November 15

Ministry Leadership
Your Spirit of Joy Church Council members plan ministry around our mission and vision statement:
“Spirit of Joy: Worship, Study, Service”
If you have any questions or concerns please contact a Church Council Member.
Courtenay Biser-Suarez
970-377-1743
Debbie DeLong
970-692-9461
Mark Kramer
Secretary
970-226-0634
Helen Raymond
630-730-3814
Rick Schleusener
President
970-988-5817
Ted Willis
Vice President
970-225-1135
Norm Skadburg
Treasurer
970-266-1985
Doug Collins
Financial Secretary
970-225-9124

Please pray for their ministry as they provide leadership to Spirit of Joy.

Council meetings are held on the second Monday of each month. Meetings are open to
congregation members, and items of concern can be submitted to the president’s box by the first
Monday of the month to be included in that month’s agenda.
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8:30a Worship
11:00a Worship

1:00p-3:00p Small Group

9:00a Quilters

22

4:30p-6:30p Whalers Cove HOA
Meeting
6:45p-8:00p Confirmation at
Spirit of Joy
7:00p-8:15p High School Youth
Group at Spirit of Joy

6:30p-9:30p EGA
7:00p Thanksgiving Worship at
Our Saviour’s

1:00p-3:00p Small Group

8:30a Worship
9:35a Kids of Joy
9:45a Adult Forum
11:00a Worship

Newsletter
Articles Due

29

21

20

19

1:00p Book Club

6:45p-8:00p Confirmation at Spirit of
Joy
7:00p-8:15p High School Youth
Group at Spirit of Joy

15

9:30a Staff Meeting
6:30p-9:30p EGA

9:30a Staff Meeting
10:00a-12:00p Foundation on
Aging
6:30p-9:30p EGA

1:00p-3:00p Small Group
7:00p Council and All Ministry
Team Meetings

8:30a Worship
9:35a Kids of Joy
9:45a Adult Forum
11:00a Worship

9:00a Quilters
6:00p-10:00p First Aid
6:45p-8:00p Confirmation at
Spirit of Joy
7:00p-8:15p High School Youth
Group at Spirit of Joy

30

23

16

9

6:30p-9:00p The Greens at
Collindale HOA Meeting

8

2

6:45p-8:00p Confirmation at
Spirit of Joy
7:00p-8:15p High School Youth
Group at Spirit of Joy

Thu

1

Wed

28

14

13

12

27

9:30a Staff Meeting
6:30p-9:30p EGA

1:00p-3:00p Small Group
6:00p-9:30p AFCCH

26

7

6

8:30a Worship
9:35a Kids of Joy
9:45a Adult Forum
11:00a Worship

Tue

5

Mon
are open to all
interested
members of
Spirit of Joy!

Sun

Fri

24

4:30p Worship

25

9:00a-11:00a Miramont Village
HOA
4:30p Worship

18

9:00a-12:00p Middle School
Service project at Catholic
Charities
4:30p Worship

17

11

7:00p High School Lock In at
Trinity

9:00a-11:00a Joyful Hands
5:30p Worship

4

Sat

10

6:00p-7:30p Kids of Joy Fun
Night

3

November 2017

All Ministry
Team
meetings,
including
Council,

TIDINGS OF JOY

Tidings of Joy
Spirit of Joy Lutheran Church
4501 S. Lemay Avenue
Fort Collins, Co 80525
www.sojoyfc.org
Return Service Requested
Tidings of Joy is a monthly publication keeping
the family and friends of Spirit of Joy
Lutheran Church connected. The vision of
this congregation is: “Called to be a joyful,
inviting, growing community in Christ”
Dave Ryder
Donna Lewis
Kevin Dragseth

Pastor
Accompanist
Faith Formation Minister
for FoCoLu
Amber Mornes
Kids of Joy Superintendent
Nancy McNair
Office Manager
Lisa Irvine
Office Administrator
Kyra Jensen
Youth Intern
Abby Foster, Natalia Suarez
Nursery Attendants
Tammy Lavergne
Custodian
Send all correspondence and address changes to:
Spirit of Joy (return address listed above), or call
970-223-5303, or e-mail to newsletter@sojoyfc.org

If you wish to change the way you receive this newsletter, or if
you no longer wish to receive it, please notify the church office.

THANKSGIVING WORSHIP

As the people of God, we are all invited to come together
to worship in the spirit of thanksgiving.

When:
Where:

Tuesday, November 21st, at 7:00 pm
Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church
Pie and Fellowship will follow
All are welcome!
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